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Kepublic. To-day these Belgian Provinces are the
strongholds in Northern Europe of ultramontane
Catholicism and conservative zeal, Nor could all the
resource of William and the heroism of. Holland have
long preserved them from submitting in the end to their
historic Church and their ancestral lords.

Then, was the whole of William's policy since the
Union of Delft, the last eight years of his career, but
labour in vain, a struggle after the impracticable, an
attempt to construct an imposing edifice on sand ? Not
so. The toils, the agonies, the triumphs, of the effort to
save Belgium from Spain during the Prince's lifetime,
and all those which followed for long years after his
death, served a real end, though that end was not the
permanent union of the seventeen Provinces. It gave
strength, self-confidence, and time to the seven Protestant
Provinces of the North to consolidate their union; and
it ultimately enabled the ten Catholic Provinces of the
South to obtain such a modified scheme of rule as that
which the tyrant conceded at last. The long struggle,
whilst it created the Dutch nation, saved the Catholic
Netherlands from being crushed into a mere outlying
fragment of Spain.

Could William by any ingenuity of compromise have
effected a permanent union of the two creeds, as Elizabeth
of England secured a settlement which was neither
Catholic nor Calvinist, as Henry of Navarre ultimately
closed civil war by a free-and-easy conversion to a faith
which was neither that of Philip nor that of the Colignys 1
He could not. His difficulties ran deeper than those of
Elizabeth or those of Navarre. The indelible features
of race, language, religion, and temperament which